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	Imitation
· Children learn through imitation.  
· Imitate the child’s sounds and words.  This shows you are interested in what they said and are listening to them.

· Encourage the child to imitate your words and phrases.

· Keep your expectations slightly ahead of the child’s abilities.  For example, if the child usually uses one word phrases, you may expect the child to imitate two or three words.

· If the child does not imitate any words, start with motor actions (e.g., jumping, clapping, touching his/her nose).  Then try to get the child to imitate mouth movements (e.g., blowing, kissing, smiling).  Finally, try to get the child to imitate mouth noises (e.g., “oooh”, “mmm”), and then try words again.




	Self Talk
· Talk about what you are doing, as you are doing it.
· Do not pressure the child to talk, but pause periodically to give the child an opportunity to have a conversational turn.

· Stay at or slightly ahead of the child’s language abilities.  For example, if the child uses one word phrases most of the time, use mostly phrases that have one or two words, or add a few phrases that have three words.

· Talk about normal, everyday activities, for example doing the dishes (e.g., Plug in.  Water on.  Where’s the soap?  Squeeze the bottle.  More soap.  Bubbles!  Dishes in.  Cups in.).
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	Parallel Talk
· Talk about what the child is doing, using single words and short phrases (e.g., Big truck.  Uh oh.  The truck crashed!  Truck’s going outside.  The truck is broken).

· Do not pressure the child to talk, or ask questions about his/her play activity or toys.

· Pause periodically to give the child an opportunity to have a conversational turn, but do not expect them to respond directly.


	Modelling
· Do not tell a child, “No, that’s wrong”.  Instead, repeat the child’s statement using correct grammar and pronunciation.

· Pause to encourage the child to repeat your model, but do not ask him/her to repeat your utterance.

E.g.  Child:  “Daddy comed back.”
               Adult:  “Yes, Daddy came back.”
               Child:  “I like ju.”
               Adult:  “I know, you really like juice.”
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	Expansion

· Expand or elaborate the child’s language or idea.

· Don’t expect a direct response.

E.g.  Child:  “Juice.”

         Adult:  “Apple juice.” or “Drink apple juice.”

         Child:  “Mommy hurt finger.”

         Adult:  “Mommy shut the car door and hurt her        finger.”


